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Terry Wiliiam Rhodes

JUN 3, 1953 - AUG 2, 2024

T erry William Rhodes, 71, of New London passed away on August 2, 2024 in his
home. A Celebration of Lfe Service to honor he and his son Eric William
Rhodes will be held at 4 PM on Thursday, August 8, 2024 in the Stanly Funeral Home
Chapel in Albemarle with Pastor Stoney Benfield officiating.

Born June 3, 1953 in Stanly County, NC he was the son of the late Lessie Huneycutt.
Terry was a retired System Networking Specialist at UNC Charlotte’s College of
Engineering with 30 years of service. He was an avid golfer in his younger days. He
loved tending to his cows and working on his farm.

Terry is survived by his wife Cindy Harkey Rhodes, as well as numerous cousins and

numerous nieces and nephews. His son Eric William Rhodes preceded him in death
on August 1, 2023.
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Celebration of Life

ﬁ Thursday, August 8, 2024
(® 4:00PMET

@ Stanly Funeral & Cremation Care
1835 Badin Road, Albemarle NC 28001
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w Tribute Wall Terry William Rhodes

JUN 3, 1953 - AUG 2, 2024

Chad Dewitt posted:

Dear Cindy and family, Terry was my boss when | was a student at UNC Charlotte and | had the
pleasure of working with him in other positions at UNC Charlotte. | learned a great deal from him and
saw him as my mentor. My sincerest condolences.

August 13 at 12:50 PM

Lori Brown posted:

Dear Cindy,l am so sorry for your loss. Terry was one of the first people to welcome me at UNC
Charlotte. He was always so friendly and kind to me. | loved working with him my first few years on
campus and had to call on him numerous times for help. When he retired and | started to call Eric for
help, | called him "Terry" for probably the first year at least that he worked at UNCC. He would just
laugh, and never correct me. Both Terry and Eric were such a bright light every time | saw them. Any
time | had to ask for help, they would start by asking "what did you do now?" because usually, it was
something | had done. They could always figure it out for me. | have so many memories working with
them, and miss them both terribly.My thoughts and prayers are with you.Lori Brown

August 9 at 10:28 AM

Marion Cantor posted:

Dear Cindy,l am truly so very sorry for your loss. | had the honor of working with both Terry and Eric
at UNC Charlotte. There was never a time that | needed their help that they weren't there right away
to solve any questions or problems. They were inseparable and the love and respect they had for one
another was just so beautiful. | have so many wonderful memories of the both of them. | wish there
was something more | could say or do to ease your sadness.Marion Cantor

August 9 at 7:29 AM
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JUN 3, 1953 - AUG 2, 2024

David Whisler posted:

Dear Cindy and extended family,| am so incredibly sorry for your loss. | worked with both Terry and
Eric on the Mosaic team at UNCC for a combined 25 years.So | guess | have been with them (and
they stuck with me!) for pretty much my whole adult life! Not a day goes by where we (the Mosaic
team) don't think of them. And while | am so profoundly sad, | just can't even imagine what you are
going through right now. Know that we are praying for you, that God would give you strength and
peace.l want you to know that UNC Charlotte and the College of Engineering couldn't have had
better people working for them than Terry and Eric.l have so many wonderful memories of both of
them, and that is what | am trying to focus on now, and something | will never forget.Terry was one of
the original architects of the Mosaic system and | remember him bringing his son, Eric as a young
boy to work with him each summer as a volunteer. Summer was the time to upgrade the servers,
swap out old machines in our student labs with new ones, service printers, and the like. However, as
a father, | think Terry got a better deal than UNCC did (free worker!), as Terry got to have special
one-on-one time with his son, all the while teaching him Computer skills using the latest hardware
and software. And as a son, getting to go to work with your own dad, watching him and learning from
him, Terry being a computer expert. Priceless times for both father and son!Eric soon grew up and
became a student at UNCC and worked for us as a TA. This was a great deal for us, as he already
knew so much about our systems.And then when Terry retired, Eric was the perfect fit to step in and
take over the role. It couldn't have worked out for UNCC any better, as he already knew everything!
More importantly, he knew how to put up with us!We couldn't have had two finer men working on our
team. They were so dedicated to their job and helping make sure "the show went on" for the
Engineering faculty, staff and students. | wish we could add up all of the faculty/staff/students that
have passed through our college since Terry and Eric have worked there. | can't imagine, it has to be
a huge number, thousands have been able to do their research, teach, gain skills to get great jobs
because of them!They often worked behind the scenes, no one even knowing the long hours early in
the morning or over the weekend, just to make everything was up and running. They didn't look for
recognition or kudos, they just did whatever needed to be done to fix the issues and make their
customers happy and that was good enough for them.l admired many things about them, but one
thing in particular struck me. Both Terry and Eric told it like it was. They told the facts. Even if they
stood alone or it wasn't convenient. And it was always for the ultimate good for their customers
(students, faculty and staff) whether the customer or management knew it or not. They said what
others might have been thinking but were afraid to speak up. They were genuine and had conviction.
They were men of their word.They also had was the ability to get just what was needed just in the
nick of time. Being a state school, we often had a very tight budget. | often think they were little like
"Radar Oreilly" from the old TV Show "Mash" (haggling for parts, calling to get the delivery sped up
and on time, and negotiating for better prices, etc...) as well as a bit of the "MacGiver" TV Show, as
they knew how to take things and somehow fashion something out of nothing to create a solution to
a problem. They knew everyone, everyone knew them and they knew just who to call to get what
they needed. They were an incredible resource and certainly irreplaceable.They will be missed and
certainly never forgotten.l will be praying that God will sustain you in the days and years ahead as
you grieve.David Whisler

August 5 at 1:16 PM
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Ron Smelser posted:

Dear Cindy,| was dumbstruck to learn of Terry’'s passing. He was a valued colleague in the W.S. Lee
College of Engineering. | was fortunate to supervise Terry in the interim as the college sought a new
director for Mosaic. | also supervised Eric while a student since a father cannot supervise a son.
They were both a delight to know as employees and persons.Terry was always pleasant and
supportive of the students and faculty. Eric followed in his father’s footsteps when he returned to the
college as staff member. You can be proud of the example and training of Eric as a person. | miss
being able to call both of them at 6:00 a.m. and get a pleasant response.l am sorry that | did not
make the celebration of life. The storm and the flood warnings just did not allow me to risk it. | will
remember you in the days ahead as you grieve our shared loss.Blessing, Ron Smelser, Professor and
Former Associate Dean

August 8 at 10:07 AM

Teresa Lowder lit a candle in honor of Terry.

SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOSS. THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS FOR YOU AND YOUR
FAMILY. 5

August 8 at 3:52 AM

Janet Harkey sent a Treasured Memory - 8" x 7" Frame (Holds 4x6 Photo) to the
Rhodes family.

August 7 at 1:52 PM

Janet Harkey sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Rhodes family.

August 7 at 1:37 PM

Janet Harkey planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Terry.

August 7 at 1:37 PM
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Terry William Rhodes

JUN 3, 1953 - AUG 2, 2024

Linda T. lit a candle in honor of Terry.

Terry was one of the nicest people | have ever met. | am truly heartbroken to hear
of his passing.

August 7 at 4:10 AM

Pamela Perry lit a candle in honor of Terry.

August 6 at 8:44 AM

Brandy V. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Terry.

August 6 at 5:00 AM

Andrea Hathcock Ross lit a candle in honor of Terry.

\
August 5 at 5:36 PM ‘.‘L-f

Andi Barringer Drye posted:

Cindy, I am sorry for your loss. You and | were classmates at NSHS. Praying for you and your family

August 5 at 5:25 PM

Rodney Dyer lit a candle in honor of Terry.

| worked with Terry on our IT team at UNC Charlotte. Terry was a great guy and he

will be missed. | also worked with Eric, his son, who is also missed. This is very sad LY

news, but we know that Terry and Eric are together now, and soon we will join them ‘_‘L
again. My sincere condolences to his wife Cindy.Rodney Dyer

August 5 at 3:50 PM
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Terry William Rhodes

JUN 3, 1953 - AUG 2, 2024

Jack Stein posted:

| worked with Terry at UNC College of Engineering. Terry was a great person and would always share
his views on strategic decisions that we pursued. | also worked with his son, Eric. My condolences to
the family.Jack M. Stein

August 5 at 3:30 PM

Cynthia Wingler lit a candle in honor of Terry.
August 5 at 2:35 PM ol

Cindy Wingler & Alicia Sides sent a Strength & Solace Spray to the Rhodes family.

August 5 at 2:03 PM

Cindy Wingler & Alicia Sides planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Terry.

August 5 at 2:03 PM

Larry And Linda Harkey sent a Medium Dish Garden to the Rhodes family.

August 5 at 1:16 PM

Larry And Linda Harkey planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Terry.

August 5 at 1:16 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Terry by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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